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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 7-10 are presented for examination. Claims 1-6 and 1 1-17 are withdrawn. 
Claims 18-20 are canceled. 



2. This application contains claims 1-6 and 11-17 drawn to an invention nonelected with 
traverse in paper submitted on 9/27/2004. A complete reply to the final rejection must include 
cancellation of nonelected claims or other appropriate action (37 CFR 1.144) See MPEP 
§821.01. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over O'Neal, US 
6,711,154, in view of Calvert, US 6,526,275. 

5. O'Neal and Calvert were cited in the previous office action. 

6. As per claims 7 and 9, O'Neal taught the invention substantially as claimed including an 
information-processing apparatus and method, comprising: 
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a. An interface configured to control an operation to input transmitted information 
(col.8, lines 37-67) on a first transmission destination (e.g., voice information 
delivered to telephone), a second transmission destination (e.g., text delivered to 
email) and a criterion for selecting either said first transmission destination or said 
second transmission destination from an information-presenting apparatus (col.8, 
lines 37-67, col.9, lines 16-20, 28-31, 33-67, col.10, lines 1-32, colli, lines 2-12, 
14-45, col 12, lines 45-46, 51-61); and 

b. A transmission controller configured to control transmission of information on 
said first transmission destination, said second transmission destination and a 
criterion for selecting either said first transmission destination or said second 
transmission destination to said information-presenting apparatus (col.7, lines 59- 
67, col.8, lines 1-7, colli, lines 2-12, 14-45). 

7. O'Neal did not specifically teach that said criteria includes information corresponding to 
a geographic location of at least one of the first and second transmission destinations and said 
information-presenting apparatus is configured to store and transmit commodity information 
corresponding to the geographic location of at least one of said first and second transmission 
destinations based on a determined geographic location of the at least one of said first and second 
transmission destinations. Calvert taught an information-presenting apparatus to store and 
transmit commodity information corresponding to the geographic location of at least one of the 
transmission destinations based on a determined geographic location of the at least one of the 
transmission destinations (col. 3, lines 18-34, col.7, lines 57-66, col.8, lines 1-14, col. 9, lines 13- 
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16) and that the apparatus includes criteria information corresponding to a geographic location of 
at least one of the transmission destinations (col. 7, lines 53-57). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
O'Neal and Calvert because Calvert's method of providing commodity information, using data 
messages, to the determined geographic location of the transmission destination enables 
O'Neal's messaging notification program to obtain data messages containing product or services 
availability and other information of nearby locations in real-time as a type of received messages 
in O'Neal's program (see Calvert, col.3, lines 46-66, col. 10, lines 33-49). 

8. As per claim 8, O'Neal and Calvert taught the invention substantially as claimed in claim 
7. O'Neal further taught said interface further controls an operation to input transmission- 
method information indicating a first transmission method for said first transmission destination 
and a second transmission method for said second transmission destination, whereas said 
transmission control means is capable of controlling transmission of information on transmission 
methods to said information-presenting apparatus (col.8, lines 37-67, col. 9, lines 16-20, 28-31, 
33-67, col. 10, lines 1-32, col. 1 1, lines 2-12, 14-45, col. 12, lines 45-46, 51-61). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the 
teachings of O'Neal and Calvert because Calvert's method of providing commodity information, 
using data messages, to the determined geographic location of the transmission destination 
enables O'Neal's messaging notification program to obtain data messages containing product or 
services availability and other information of nearby locations in real-time as a type of received 
messages in O'Neal's program (see Calvert, col.3, lines 46-66, col. 10, lines 33-49). 
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9. As per claim 10, O'Neal taught the invention as claimed including a program-storing 
medium for storing a computer-executable program, which when executed by a computer causes 
the computer to perform an information processing method, comprising: 

a. An input control step of controlling an operation to input transmitted information 
(col.8, lines 37-67) on a first transmission destination (e.g., voice information 
delivered to telephone), a second transmission destination (e.g., text delivered to 
email) and a criterion for selecting either said first transmission destination or said 
second transmission destination from an information-presenting apparatus (col.8, 
lines 37-67, col.9, lines 16-20, 28-31, 33-67, col. 10, lines 1-32, col.ll, lines 2-12, 
14-45, col.12, lines 45-46, 51-61); and 

b. A transmission control step of controlling transmission of information on said 
first transmission destination, said second transmission destination and a criterion 
for selecting either said first transmission destination or said second transmission 
destination to said information-presenting apparatus (col. 7, lines 59-67, col.8, 
lines 1-7, col.l 1, lines 2-12, 14-45). 

10. O'Neal did not specifically teach that said criteria includes information corresponding to 
a geographic location of at least one of the first and second transmission destinations and said 
information-presenting apparatus is configured to store and transmit commodity information 
corresponding to the geographic location of at least one of said first and second transmission 
destinations based on a determined geographic location of the at least one of said first and second 
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transmission destinations. Calvert taught an information-presenting apparatus to store and 
transmit commodity information corresponding to the geographic location of at least one of the 
transmission destinations based on a determined geographic location of the at least one of the 
transmission destinations (col. 3, lines 18-34, col. 7, lines 57-66, col. 8, lines 1-14, col. 9, lines 13- 
16) and that the apparatus includes criteria information corresponding to a geographic location of 
at least one of the transmission destinations (col.7, lines 53-57). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
O'Neal and Calvert because Calvert's method of providing commodity information, using data 
messages, to the determined geographic location of the transmission destination enables 
O'Neal's messaging notification program to obtain data messages containing product or services 
availability and other information of nearby locations in real-time as a type of received messages 
in O'Neal's program (see Calvert, col.3, lines 46-66, col. 10, lines 33-49). 

1 1 . Claim 10 is also rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Akester et al 
(hereinafter Akester), WO 97/37499, published on October 9, 1997, in view of Calvert, US 
6,526,275. 

12. Akester was cited in the previous office action. 

13. As per claim 10, Akester taught the invention as claimed including a program-storing 
medium for storing a computer-executable program, comprising: 
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a. An input control step of controlling an operation to input transmitted information 
on a first transmission destination (e.g., voice message service), a second 
transmission destination (e.g., office telephone number) and a criterion for 
selecting either said first transmission destination or said second transmission 
destination from an information-presenting apparatus (page 1, lines 19-33, page 7, 
lines 12-19, page 21, lines 7-10, 29; priorities or confidence value CV); and 

b. A transmission control step of controlling transmission of information on said 
first transmission destination, said second transmission destination and a criterion 
for selecting either said first transmission destination or said second transmission 
destination to said information-presenting apparatus (page 6, lines 9-21, page 7, 
lines 1-11, page 21, lines 20-22). 

14. Akester did not specifically teach that said criteria includes information corresponding to 
a geographic location of at least one of the first and second transmission destinations and said 
information-presenting apparatus is configured to store and transmit commodity information 
corresponding to the geographic location of at least one of said first and second transmission 
destinations based on a determined geographic location of the at least one of said first and second 
transmission destinations. Calvert taught an information-presenting apparatus to store and 
transmit commodity information corresponding to the geographic location of at least one of the 
transmission destinations based on a determined geographic location of the at least one of the 
transmission destinations (col.3, lines 18-34, col. 7, lines 57-66, col.8, lines 1-14, col.9, lines 13- 
1 6) and that the apparatus includes criteria information corresponding to a geographic location of 
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at least one of the transmission destinations (col.7, lines 53-57). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of 
Akester and Calvert because Calvert's method of providing commodity information to the 
determined geographic location of the transmission destination enables Akester' s program to 
obtain availability and other information for products or services of nearby locations in real-time 
(see Calvert, col. 3, lines 46-66). 

Response to Arguments 

15. Applicant's arguments filed 7/3/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

16. In the remark, applicant argued that (1) Calvert fails to teach "said criteria includes 
information corresponding to a geographic location of at least one of the first and second 
transmission destinations." Recited in claim 7 that the criteria information is used to select either 
a first transmission destination or a second transmission destination. Calvert does not use the 
determined geographic location information to select either a first transmission or second 
transmission destination. (2) No motivation to combine O'Neal and Calvert. 

1 7. Examiner traverse the argument: 

As to point (1), in response to applicant's arguments against the references individually, one 
cannot show nonobviousness by attacking references individually where the rejections are based 
on combinations of references. See In re Keller, 642 F.2d 413, 208 USPQ 871 (CCPA 1981); In 



Application/Control Number: 09/854,475 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2152 

re Merck & Co., 800 F.2d 1091, 231 USPQ 375 (Fed. Cir. 1986). O'Neal taught a criterion for 
selecting either said first transmission destination or said second transmission destination from 
an information-presenting apparatus (col.8, lines 37-67, col. 9, lines 16-20, 28-31, 33-67, col. 10, 
lines 1-32, col.l 1, lines 2-12, 14-45, col. 12, lines 45-46, 51-61). O'Neal did not specifically 
teach that said criteria includes information corresponding to a geographic location of at least 
one of the first and second transmission destinations and said information-presenting apparatus is 
configured to store and transmit commodity information corresponding to the geographic 
location of at least one of said first and second transmission destinations based on a determined 
geographic location of the at least one of said first and second transmission destinations. Calvert 
taught an information-presenting apparatus to store and transmit commodity information 
corresponding to the geographic location of at least one of the first and second transmission 
destinations based on a determined geographic location of the at least one of the transmission 
destinations (col.3, lines 18-34, col. 7, lines 57-66, col.8, lines 1-14, col.9, lines 13-16) and that 
the apparatus includes criteria information corresponding to a geographic location of at least one 
of the transmission destinations (col. 7, lines 53-57). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of O'Neal 
and Calvert because Calvert's method of providing commodity information to the determined 
geographic location of the transmission destination enables O'Neal's program to obtain 
availability and other information for products or services of nearby locations in real-time (see 
Calvert, col.3, lines 46-66). 

Furthermore, in response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features 
of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., use the 
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determined geographic location information to select either a first transmission or second 
transmission destination) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). Although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from the specification are not read into the 
claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Calvert 
reference read on the claim language of "criteria includes information corresponding to a 
geographic location of at least one of the first and second transmission destination" since Calvert 
taught to include a geographic location of a transmission destination. 

As to point (2), in response to applicant's argument that there is no suggestion to combine the 
references, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by combining or 
modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention where there is some 
teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the references themselves or in the 
knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 
5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 
1992). In this case, the motivation can be found in the references. Since O'Neal taught a 
message notification system for receiving message originating from a plurality of message 
sending devices (see O'Neal, col.4, lines 1-6) and Calvert taught to transmit data messages to 
inform users of commodity information (col.3, lines 46-66, col.10, lines 33-49), the two 
inventions can be combined and used together. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of O'Neal and 
Calvert because Calvert's method of providing commodity information, using data messages, to 
the determined geographic location of the transmission destination enables O'Neal's messaging 
notification program to obtain data messages containing product or services availability and 
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other information of nearby locations in real-time as a type of received messages in O'Neal's 
program (see Calvert, col. 3, lines 46-66, col. 10, lines 33-49). 

Claims 7-10 remain rejected under the 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejection of O'Neal in view of Calvert. 
Since the remark did not raise any argument regarding claim 10 rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
over Akester in view of Calvert, thus, Claim 10 stand rejected under Akester in view of Calvert 
in additional to the rejection of O'Neal and Calvert. 

Conclusion 

18. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenny Lin whose telephone number is (571) 272-3968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 AM to 5 PM Tue.-Fri. and every other Monday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). \\ 
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